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Next Meeting: July 18th, 2018 at 7:00pm 

Summer Location – Flying Pilgrims Flying Field 
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President Bill Slabey opened the general meeting at 7PM with 41 members 
present. 

 
 

New Business 
 

Minutes from the May meeting are the contents of the May newsletter; Bill Slabey asked for 

approval of the minutes. Motion made to approve, seconded, and a show of hands approved. 

 

Officer’s Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Jordan reported on the funds in the club account, and that there are about 152 active members 

of the club all paid up for this season. There were several new guests at this meeting with money in 

hand to join the club. Dominic was a new prospect and inquiring about joining the Flying Pilgrims, 

and mentioned that he had some flying experience. Frank, an exchange student at the University of 

Michigan from China had met previously with the secretary for an orientation and was present here 

with payment in hand to join the Flying Pilgrims. Both were interested in training and discussed this 

briefly with Ed and Dan, our instructors. Please remember to see Jordan if your AMA membership 

expires before December 31 of the 2018 season. See President’s report below for further explanation 

of the importance of this issue. 

 

President’s Report: 

Bill reported that we received a grant from the AMA for a substantial amount which reflects 

10% of moneys we spent in 2017 to improve our field. We will not be eligible to request a grant 

again for another 3 years, or until 2020. Grant money caps at $3000.  
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Bill also mentioned that our entrance road was in very good shape after this winter, and that 

this probably was a reflection of members keeping to the 10mph speed limit to prevent undo damage 

to our road. Keep in mind that if the road deteriorates, it will probably cost us about $1500 to repair 

it as it has in past situations. Good work on all the members at keeping within the speed limit to keep 

wear and tear down to a minimum.  

Another reminder from Bill was given to all members about the importance of wearing your 

AMA/Flying Pilgrims membership card on your person whenever you are flying at our field. The 

reason for this is primarily insurance purposes. We have an agreement with Ford who owns the land 

that our members are insured for liabilities that could arise from flying mishaps which protects both 

members as well as Ford from litigation or expenses. Wearing your cards shows good faith to that 

effect and maintains our continued good relationship with our landlord to insure our continued use 

of this real estate. 

A member can have a guest fly on our field for up to three times before that guest must join 

the Flying Pilgrims as a new member. Keep in mind that you can sponsor in this manner only AMA 

paid members as guests; if your guest does not have AMA certification, they cannot fly on our 

field! 

More accolades go out to Jack and Doug and John (forgive me if I’ve left out any names as 

these are all I heard at the meeting) for digging out and replacing the speed limit signs and replacing 

the posts with new 4 x 4s, as these have been weathered and deteriorated over the years and were in 

need of replacement. Also, Tom was energetic enough to pick up and remove to a dump location the 

tires that some snivelling deviant had deposited in the tall grass near the chained entrance to our 

club. Thanks to all you guys for your efforts to keep up the well-manicured appearance of our club. 

 

Vice President’s report: 

Joe was concerned about certain safety infringements that have been observed and reported 

during flying times at our field. Specifically, it has been observed by a few members that one or 

more planes and their pilots have been performing knife-edge or other aerobatic maneuvers over the 

runway and over the pit area. Not only is this unsafe, it is a violation of the Airfield Safety Rules 

which are posted at the front of the central shelter. Except for take-offs and landings, all flying should 

be done North of the far side of the runway when the plane/drone/copter is in the boundaries of the 

East and West end fence line. No flying should be done vertical of the pit area. Helicopters and 

hovering craft flying in the West end helicopter area are outside of the fence line and are the only 

vehicles properly allowed South of the runway. Please learn and follow these rules. Be considerate 

of all other pilots present. No matter how great your flying skills, you are never exempts from 

mishaps that could result in injury to another person present or damage to property.  

An added observation here is worth mentioning. Whenever both helicopters and hovering 

craft are flying in the West end helicopter area at the same time that planes are flying in clockwise 

or counter-clockwise patterns over the main flying area North of the runway, it would be a logical 

courtesy for pilots of either of these two groups to not infringe on the other’s designated air space. 

In other words, helicopters should not fly over the runway line, and planes on approach from the 

West should avoid flying South of the runway line when the pilot is aware that there are hovering 

crafts using that space.  

 

Secretary’s report: 

May 25, Friday, Jim Smiths red Komet crashed into the growth of the field in the direction 

northeast from the East pilot spawn. Extensive searching by Jim, Rick, and Tom came up empty 

handed. Later, Rick spotted it with his Xiro drone, and Forbes Dabney, a friend of flyer Anthony 

Spirnak, who happened to be there while Rick was hovering over the Komet, went out to the field 

to bring it back. Hat's off to Forbes, a true good Samaritan! Pictures are here below: 
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Probably no surprise that the high attendance at this June monthly meeting was a direct 

response to Jordan bringing her magnificent F-86 Sabre to the field for Show and Tell. See the 

pictures below. I will remind members that anytime you have news that you think is worthy of 

printing in the upcoming newsletter, please feel free to send me an email about it and I will do what 

I can to see that it gets printed. 

 

 
Old Business 

 

Keep your calendars marked with the Fun-Fly dates (and sponsors) shown here: 

 

Sunday, June 24: Tom Brisbey Memorial Fun-Fly (Dan Debens, Jack Kezelian) 

Sunday, July 22: Second Fun-Fly (Need Sponsors!) 

Sunday, August 19: Third Fun-Fly (Need Sponsors!) 

Sat-Sun, September 15-16: Fall Phase-Out (Jack Kezelian) 

 

The second and third fun-flys still need sponsors. The sponsors’ duties are to purchase the 

food for the fun-fly, usually on the Saturday before from Gordon Food Services, pick up the ice for 

the ice chests for the canned drinks and bottled water on the morning of the fun-fly, and cook the 

food during the event. Food usually consists of hot dogs and sausages for the grill, buns, condiments, 

chips, paper products, and canned pop and bottled water. Present your receipts to Jordan to get 

refunded for your purchases. Usually other participating members help with the clean up at the end 

of the flying day. If you are a new member to the club, one of the ways for you to get involved on a 

grand scale is to volunteer to be a sponsor. You can call Dan Debens or Jack Kezelian or other 

members who have done this before to get the details and ideas from them. You have their phone 

numbers on the membership list that was recently sent to you. 

The Fall Phase-Out is a very big event and requires more hosts and helpers than the other 

three events. Jack is the Event Manager and Contest Director for the September event, and he needs 

people to run the food stand, to help with the Friday set-up of the parking and field for the event, 
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and people to handle the parking and collection of donated parking fees, among many other duties. 

Please give this some thought and call Jack Kezelian if you would like to help with this major fund-

raiser event for our club. This is the largest money-making event that the Flying Pilgrims has each 

year and is the reason that we have such a great runway and an additional east-end shelter. Send me 

an email to rlreynolds21@gmail.com or to secretary@flyingpilgrims.com to let me know that you 

want to help, and I will get back to you right away with the appropriate information. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by Bill Slabey at 7:12:07PM. 
 

 
 

FIELD OPERATION SAFETY starts with all members vigilance! 
 

Follow the “SEE AND AVOID” GUIDANCE set forth by the AMA. 

Call out warnings of approaching full size aircraft. 

Fly at a safe low altitude relative to oncoming full-size aircraft. 

Because of our location relative to Willow Run Airport, we have a 400 Ft. height restriction.  

Commercial test development of UAV’s is prohibited at the field. 

 
 

Flying Pilgrims Club Officers for 2018 
 

President: –  Bill Slabey   Trustees: Baltasar Capote 

Vice President: – Joe McCarthy     Matt Delleva 

Secretary: – Rick Reynolds     Joe Nazelli 

Treasurer: –   Jordan Hall 

Safety Officer: –  Glenn McIntosh 

Flight Instructor: – Ed Hernandez     Sub Instructor: Dan Debens 

Webmaster: –  Carl Cornel 

 

Webpage: Flyingpilgrims.com 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/FlyingPilgrims/ 
 

 
SHOW & TELL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Gibboney shows off and flies his Beechcraft A36 Bonanza. For a video of this event, click HERE 

and see the video created by Bill Slabey on Youtube. 

 

 

 

mailto:rlreynolds21@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@flyingpilgrims.com
http://flyingpilgrims.com/fp/
https://www.facebook.com/FlyingPilgrims/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8vq-gvdVlPY
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Jordan’s remarkable North American F-86 Sabre. Jordan and Larry remove the Sabre from the trailer 

for set-up at the East End Shelter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

 

 
The pilot detail was outstanding, as was every other aspect of this jet. 1000 hours of work, and if you 

know what this jet costs, you don’t have to ask what it cost for the 18 inch long exact replica of pilot 

Jabara. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture at the right is of the record club meeting attendance 

at the summer field location. For a video of Jordan’s 

Sabre, click HERE for the link to Bill Slabey’s Youtube 

video of this plane. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfnZnQEJ7aw

