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Next meeting is on ???????, 2020 at 7:00PM

Head Instructor: Ed Hernandez
learntofly@flyingpilgrims.com
Sub Instructor: Dan Debens
Double3dranch@comcast.net
Airfield Maintenance:
Jack Kezelian
jkezelian244311MI@Comcast.net

President Bill Slabey has sent out a general email suspending club meetings until
further notice. Gathering together a group of 30 members, whose mean age would be
about 60 years old just seems like an accident waiting to happen!
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Matt Delleva
Joe Nazelli
Webpage:
www.Flyingpilgrims.com
Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/FlyingPilgrims

I visited the field on Wednesday, April 29 to see about a dozen “morning crew”
members happily flying on a great weather day. The winter shelter is still up, and plans
to take it down need careful scrutiny for a crew to work in such close proximity, so before
anyone takes on that endeavor, it would be a good idea to contact officers and be well
planned.
Ed Hernandez among others have requested this issue for “show and tell”
purposes, and it is an excellent idea considering that flyers could use a break from the
“communication distancing” that we are all enduring!

Google Maps:
Flying Pilgrims RC Club

In This Issue:
P1 Opening
P1 F.Y.I.
P1-2 Reports
P3 Meeting Adjourne
P3-7 Show and Tell

President’s Report:
Bill sent out a general email regarding the work completed by Joe in relation to
our letter of agreement (LOA) with Willow Run Airport outlining the regulations
demanded by the FAA in order for Flying Pilgrims to maintain and operate a fixed-site
airfield.
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That LOA is available for your viewing on the Flying Pilgrims website. On the last page of the LOA is a
map depicting the boundaries within which all flying should take place. I have included that map here for your
reference. Note that the agreement allows a maximum altitude of 600’ when a spotter for the pilot is present.
In the absence of a spotter, the maximum altitude is 400’.
Vice President’s report:
More ambitious than a report, Joe has been working in the virtual background to complete the LOA with
Willow Run Airport and Flying Pilgrims that will satisfy the new requirements of the FAA regarding fixed-site
airfields. You can see the result of his work on the Flying Pilgrims website, linked here and above in the left panel
of page one. Also see below the excerpt from Joe McCarthy’s email regarding healthy practices at the field.
Secretary’s report:
On occasion when speaking with acquaintances about our club, when my narrative describing the
detailed model planes that our members build includes the term “warbirds”, my listeners are taken back by
their personal feelings about the word “war”. All that I have learned since joining The Flying Pilgrims has given
me a broader appreciation of those spectacular planes that were built to defend our country in past historic
conflicts. Mustering up a defensive tone I begin to explain to them, with pictures of member’s incredibly detailed
models that I keep on my phone gallery, that building these models is both an historical learning experience as
well as a tribute to the aeronautical accomplishments of the designers of such aircraft. It often comes up in the
discussion that even their parents may have worked at places like Willow Run Airport manufacturing the B-24
Liberator, or at the Packard Plant where the Rolls-Royce Merlyn V-12 engines were made to power the P-51
Mustang. These past instances of civilians stepping up to put aside their normal worktime endeavors to assist
in the defense of our country against a foe are just as heroic as the men and women in uniform who fought in
them.
Whether we like it or not, today we have such a “war” going on. Not against a political enemy, but against
a microscopic organism that is threatening our way of life. The uniforms of the combatants have changed from
a soldier’s to a medical gown, facemask, and protective gloves, and the venue of the conflict is in our own
hospitals and medical centers. Recently, as many of you have seen on the news, these present-day soldiers have
been honored by, of all things, the Blue Angels and the Thunderbirds flying over New York and New Jersey. It is
hard to argue against the honor that such a flyover bestows upon those care-givers below who witnessed these
events and were themselves touched by the symbolism of such an action. So club members, keep making those
models, and keep making them as detailed as you have been!
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The meetings remain adjourned by Bill Slabey until further notice.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) posted a rule in
the Federal Register requiring small drone owners to display the
FAA-issued registration number on an outside surface of the aircraft.
Owners and operators may no longer place or write registration
numbers in an interior compartment. The rule is effective on February
25. The markings must be in place for any flight after that date. If you
have not already registered or wish to check your status, then click
here.

If you have not already done so, please visit the Flying Pilgrims Website (click here) to read the LOA that
has been agreed upon between Willow Run Airport and The Flying Pilgrims so that you understand the added
responsibilities for membership in this club. Knowing the contents of this agreement is a condition of your
continuing membership in The Flying Pilgrims.
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Here is an excerpt from Joe McCarthy regarding sensible precautions you can take and still enjoy flying
at the field during these infectious times.
Since outdoor activities are considered low risk there is no reason why we cannot enjoy our hobby as long as we
adhere to CDC guidelines ( https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html ) and local
restrictions. The flying field is open; however, we are asking everyone to exercise caution and adhere to the
following:
- Wednesday Student Nights are cancelled until at least May 6th. At that time, we will reassess the situation and
advise the membership.
- If you're feeling sick or have any symptoms stay home and seek medical attention.
- If anyone shows up at the field with symptoms send them home.
- Practice social distancing; do not shake hands and stay at least 6 feet from everyone else.
- Cover any coughs or sneezes.
- [Even if you don’t have symptoms, unless you have been tested and know you have not been exposed to Covid19, you could put others at risk. Wearing a mask is primarily to protect OTHERS from YOU, not the other way
around.]
- Do not handle anyone else's equipment.
- Wear gloves to protect yourself.
- Bring your own hand sanitizer and use it frequently.
- Bring your own disinfectant wipes and clean tables, airplane stands, and other surfaces you will be using.
The club may be able to supply some sanitizer and wipes in the future if supplies become available.
Let's all fly safe and try to enjoy it as much as possible. This is an evolving situation and we may have to make
further adjustments as required.
Regards,
Joe McCarthy

The first nice weekend of the season, April 5th, found Steve and Glenn out with their planes flying.
Although they were close together for this photograph, it is reported that the flyers maintained adequate social
distancing for most of the flying activities. Stay healthy boys, try not to breath on each other! Picture taken by
Carl.
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Ed Hernandez shows off his Specter 700
helicopter made by a relatively new company called
XL Power. The main blades are 690 mm, and it's
powered by a 2 x 6S 5000mAh battery system. Due
to the high energy power system, it was initially very
intimidating to fly. “Now, I'm far more comfortable
with it. I enjoy flying 'big air' maneuvers like huge
Cuban 8s and high-altitude hammerheads, as well as
mild 3D, like toc-tics, stationary flips, rainbows and
low altitude inverted flight. Lately, I've been
practicing 1/4 and 1/2 piro-flips, trying to work my
way up to full piro-flips.”
Helicopter: Specter 700 Combo
http://www.xlpower-rc.com/. Motor: Egodrift 4530.
ESC: Hobbywing 200A V4.1. Servos: KST brushless,
815 cyclics, 805x tail FBL Unit: MSH Brain 2 BT: https://www.msh-electronics.com. Radio System: Futaba 7C
Tx, R6303SB Rx(S-Bus).

View Ed’s second flight of this copter on YouTube at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OLBLSv50vA
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Getting stuck indoors for an extended period of time can bring out the best creative juices in a person.
Steve Celcale stripped and recovered his Tiger-60. Looks good Steve!

Roel Van De Velde shows off his Marutaka Bleriot XI, which his dad built about 25 years ago and had
been hanging in the ceiling of his hobby room. Roel brought it over from Holland a few months ago.
“I attempted a 'maiden' last month but I need to wait for some better weather. Seems that this plane
doesn't like strong winds. It's powered by an OS FS56a.”
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“This picture is of my Fieseler Storch that I took to the last club meeting we had in person. It's almost
finished, I'm just waiting on some more plastic and micro screws to arrive so I can finish the canopy.”

Jim Gibboney brought his model of the Delta Boeing 737-800 to the field to fly last week.

This EDF is powered by a 6-cell pak. You can see
a short video of it flying on The Flying Pilgrims Model
Aircraft Group Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/303223713425088/.
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