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October 20, 2021 Meeting Minutes and Newsletter 

Next meeting is scheduled November 17th, 2021 at 7:00PM 

At the EAA Building at Mettetal Airport. 

 

Bill Slabey, opened the general meeting at 6:56PM at the EAA building with only 9 

members present. Although membership is at 143 members, attendance has been diminishing, 

probably due to the Corona Virus. Minutes from the September meeting are the contents 

of the September newsletter; Bill Slabey asked for approval of the minutes, Carl Cornell 

so moved and a show of hands passed the motion. All members present were wearing a 

mask. 

President’s Report: 

Same news as from last month regarding Farmer Hauk and his ability to remove 
the trees from the fence line around our field. He is very busy with crops, and may not 
get to it this season. Bill surveyed the BBQ Grill that we use for Fun-Flys, and he reports 
that it is on it’s last leg. We may need to set aside about $500 for a new one for the Spring 
of 2022. There was no objectionable discussion on that idea. Presently for lawn service 
we pay $180 per cut, and the cost most certainly will be higher next season. Bill is open 
to looking around to keep the price down, but acknowledges that the present price is 
reasonable. Also, the entrance road is getting beat up and we should probably budget for 
the cost of getting more of the same material we used the last time to fill in. We must 
also budget for the re-seal of the runway. It needs this coating every two years to keep it 
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from allowing water to seep into the cracks that inevitably develop over time. That cost may be from $2500 to 
$2800.  

 
Vice-President’s Report: 

No news is good news. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Jordan will be in absentia and is relinquishing her position as treasurer. Future reports will be from the 
newly elected treasurer. See Secretary’s Report. 

 
Secretary’s Report: 

At today’s meeting, present were the two nominees for the office of Treasurer. They are Matt Bushore 
and Jim Lorenz. At the end of this meeting, no new members were nominated for the office, so these are the 
two names that will appear on the ballot. Bill Slabey, Joe McCarthy, and Rick Reynolds are running un-opposed 
for the offices of President, Vice President, and Secretary respectively. The election also calls for three Trustees 
and a Safety Officer. Nominations were enacted at this meeting for Carl Cornell, Charlie Cogo, and Louis Paspal 
for Trustees. Glenn McIntosh, the presiding Safety Officer, was not present, but remains unopposed.  

 
Hi All- My name is Matt Bushore.  I joined the club in 2013 after a trip to Toledo with a 
friend getting into helicopters reconnected me with the hobby.  I started building radio 
control and control line in 7th grade back in Iowa, was fortunate to win an AMA 
scholarship to help significantly with college, but then took a long break. 
 
I’m interested in helping the club out and think we may be able to streamline renewals a 
bit and make more online options available for those comfortable with technology.  I 
haven’t served as a treasurer in any capacity, but have set up budgets for engineering 
projects and usually remember to pay my bills at home. 
 
Jordan has done a great job, and the other candidate is a good choice, too, so I think the 
club is fortunate to have so many competent choices to choose from! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hello, my name is Jim Lorenz and I am running for the office of Treasurer.I know there 
are many of you that will not necessarily recognize my name but I am sure you have seen 
my face around as I have been a member of the Flying Pilgrims for 13 years. Over the 
years I have considered running as an officer so with Jordan stepping down this year I 
decided it was time to pay more than just my annual dues and dedicate more time to the 
club.   
Because I am sure you want to know who you are voting for, here is a little bit about 
myself. I am a Michigan native and have been a Canton resident since 2007, I live only 
a few miles north of the field.  I am married with 3 daughters, 2 in college and one in high 
school. I have been a lifelong aviation enthusiast and was bitten by the RC airplane bug 
around 2003. The Pilgrims Fall Phase Out was the first event I attended and was hooked 
ever since. I enjoy sport, and large scale airplanes and helicopters, and also do some 
FPV quad racing. 
I have never been a treasurer of a club or association but I feel my work experience 
should help. For the last 22 years I have worked for a company called Bluewater 
Technologies in our Live Event Production Division. We are a local company but work 
across the country providing audio/visual and production support for Corporate Meetings 
and Events.  I am the Director of Operations and supervise a staff of 37 including logistics 
support, technical crew, and project management. I have good deal of experience building and managing budgets, and negotiating and 
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working with vendors. I am not coming into this with a bunch of ideas to change things but I am open to any ideas you may have and will 
do what I can. I do think something I could work on is finding a way to streamline the dues renewal process.  If elected I pledge to do my 
part and assist the other officers in running the club efficiently and effectively, and I am really looking forward to getting to know more of 
you and getting out to fly more. Thank you for your consideration, 
 
 
 
 

I will be sending out the ballots in our group email, so keep an eye out for them. The ballot will be an 
attachment to the email, which most of you, I hope, can print out. When you get the ballot, mark your choices 
according to the directions on the ballot. If you have printed out the ballot, fold it and place it in a simple 
envelope. You can then mail that envelope to me at: Rick Reynolds, 41956 Saratoga Cir., Canton, MI, 48187. 
Or you can bring the envelope with you to the November election meeting on November 17th at 7:00PM at the 
EAA building. One ballot per envelope! In either case, make sure that your name is on the envelope so that I 
can record that you have voted. I will not open the envelopes that I receive in the mail, but I will bring them 
sealed to the meeting. At the meeting the names of those who voted will be recorded and then, after that, 
the envelopes will be opened and placed into a ballot box so that they can then be counted. I will not record 
who you voted for, I will just record who voted. 

The other option is to just send me a return 
email with your ballot marked. If you choose to do that, 
I assure you that I will not record who you voted for, I 
will just keep a record of who voted. 

All the voted ballots will be counted and 
recorded at the November meeting, and the election 
results will be announced before the end of that 
meeting. The results will then be printed in the 
November newsletter. 
 
 
Airfield Maintenance Report: 

Matt Bushore is continuing work on the starter tables, and he has constructed one or two steel ones as 
well as the wooden ones pictured in last months newsletter. The next step is getting them painted. 
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Carl asked whether we will be open to planning Fun-Flys for the 2022 season, and since we had two this 
year it appears that will not be a problem. Matt Bushore, a resident of Superior Twp., brought up the idea to 
reach out to the Superior Township to make them more aware of our flying club’s existence. He suggested 
perhaps that we become more visible to their newsletters and residents. Their newsletter promotes open area 
activities, of which Matt suggests we fit that model. However, Bill reminded us that in the past, there were some 
residents who actually did not like the noise that our club makes and that there were even some attempts to 
shut us down for that reason. Carl noted too that in the past we have learned to keep a lower profile because 
there was a perception that we make too much noise. It should be noted that our flying hours were a result of 
compromising with the residents south of Geddes to create a reasonable time of “noisy flying” and then 
equivalent times of peaceful quiet in the mornings and evenings. That explains in part why we do not start flying 
until noon on Sunday. There was considerable banter on both sides of this discussion, but no decisions or resolve 
at this time.  

Bill brought up the idea that, due to the severe wetness of the East-end parking by the East shelter, we 
investigate putting in more gravel to replace the grass that gets dug up by the cars sinking into the soggy ground. 
That may require some additional drainage to prevent any gravel from just becoming a muddy parking area. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by Bill Slabey at 7:36pm. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) posted a rule in 
the Federal Register requiring small drone owners to display 
the FAA-issued registration number on an outside surface of 
the aircraft. Owners and operators may no longer place or 
write registration numbers in an interior compartment. The 
rule is effective on February 25. The markings must be in 
place for any flight after that date. If you have not already 
registered or wish to check your status, then click here. 
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After a nose dive into the center 
field, Rick’s FT Viggen took damage only 
to the nose of the plane, just as the Flite 
Test crew said it would happen! 
However, Flite Test discontinued the 
speed-build kits for this model. 
Replacement noses are available from 
other stores, so I bought a laser-cut 
waterproof pack of 3 noses for $11 and 
will fold and glue it to place on my plane. 
This nose is designed to take most of the 

impact force of a nose-down crash, leaving the rest of the plane undamaged. 
 
 

 
Rick also purchased a FT 3D speed-

build kit to build during this off season. It is 
a small Edge wanna-be that can be used for 
3D training before trying out those risky 
manuevers on a larger more expensive 
plane! The kit only costs $39, but can be 
accompanied by a power-pac kit, which 
includes the motor, prop, ESC, servos for a 
total of $113.  

 
 

 
 

Rick also purchased a 
Royal scratch-build kit for the 
Curtiss P6E, a project that I 
will be seeking advice from 
members on techniques and 
build strategies. This might 
take a while to complete, as I 
have never built anything like 
this before. This is a dis-
continued model. After 
searching for it online and 

seeing prices from $350 up to $1000 (E-Bay), I considered the price I paid of $75 to be a good deal. It appears 
to have all the parts intact. 
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Carl Cornell shows here his latest addition 
to his flying fleet. This is a VQ models (now Nexa) 
A24 Banshee. The Army version of the SBD 
Dauntless. Operating from land they didn't have a 
tail hook but retained folding wings. It could carry 
a variety of bombs, torpedoes, and other 
ordinance. This model doesn't have the rear gun or 
gunner in place yet. This is the 80 inch version and 
is powered with the recommended EME35 engine. 
It has not flown yet but I hope to shake it down 
before the weather really turns. 
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