
DECEMBER 15, 2021                                                                               VOLUME 19   ISSUE 12 

  
 

1 
 

  
December 15th, 2021 Meeting Minutes and Newsletter 

Next meeting is scheduled January 19th, 2022 at 7:00PM 

At the EAA building at Mettetal Airport. 

 

Bill Slabey, opened the general meeting at 7:00PM at the EAA building with 20 
members present. Membership attendance was improved from last month, due in part 
to members coming in to pay their dues for the 2022 season. After paying dues, some 
members went back home and did not stay for the meeting. Minutes from the November 
meeting are the contents of the November newsletter; Bill Slabey asked for approval of 
the minutes, Carl Cornell so moved and a show of hands passed the motion. All members 
present were wearing a mask. 

President’s Report: 

Bill Slabey asked if there were any visitor present to our meeting. Chris Francis 
stood up and introduced himself as a potential member. Bill mentioned that our west-
end shelter sustained some damage from the high winds earlier in the week. See Doug’s 
statement on this in the Airfield Maintenance Report below. 

 
Vice-President’s Report: 

Joe followed up on FAA guidelines that we will at some time in the future have to 
take a test before renewing for our FAA registration of planes. The test will most likely be 
designed so that you cannot fail it, so there is nothing to worry about except the extra 
hoops to jump through to get your renewal. Discussion brought out the fact that the AMA 
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was helpful in determining the relationship our club has with the FAA and it’s requirements. AMA helped insure 
that our club would not be one of those that are shut down and not recognized as a flying area for hobbyists, 
and they even helped negotiate the 600 ft. altitude allowance that we have when a pilot is attended by a 
lookout. Also, we are approved as a flying site even though we are inside the 5 mile radius of Willow Run Airport. 
There is expected a requirement that, even if you fly your remote plane/drone in your backyard, your aircraft 
will have to be equipped with a remote ID device. That item will most likely be in effect in September of 2023 
as far as Joe has researched. But if you are flying in a designated area such as our club location, that device will 
not be required. This will be true for aircraft over .55 pounds or 250 grams. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Jim Lorenz was present as acting treasurer at this meeting and was 
busy collecting dues from members and recording their data and AMA 
membership terms into the records. It should be noted that Jim stepped up 
to take over for Jordan one month earlier than his expected administration. 
Thanks Jim! 

 
Secretary’s Report: 

After configuring the membership data form that is needed by both the treasurer and the secretary, I 
am happy to report that it is a success. Both Jim and I can keep the records of the membership on a secure cloud 
facility, which makes it so much easier for those officers to keep up to date on the records without having to 
send copies back and forth. Bill Slabey has read-access to the form, as does Carl Cornell. It allows Carl to stay up 
to date on the email addresses of the members so that they can receive notices from our club mail service. 
 
Airfield Maintenance Report: 

Doug reported that there was wind damage to the west-end shelter from the 60 mph winds we had just 
this past week before this meeting. Damage was mostly to the wood and plastic winter enclosure. There were 
some holes blown in the walls, wind tore loose some of the welded brackets that hold the structure to the steel 
framework, it bent some of the bolts that hold the wood to the steel, and blew over the porta-potty. Morning 
crew up righted the PP and braced it against the steel, and most of the damage can be fixed fairly easily. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by Bill Slabey at 7:15pm. 

 

Do you have an ID label on your plane? You should. 
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John Lane, Jim Repp, Jack Kezelian 
and Jim Gibboney at the Neil Hodges War 
Bird meet in Andersonville Ga. They 
attended last month (1st weekend of 
November). Lots of cool planes, and they 
got to see Jack again after his move to 
Florida. On the way home Jim Repp and 
John Lane stopped at the Air Force 
Museum in Dayton, Ohio. It was a good 
trip, despite the distance and being pretty 
chilly and rainy. The planes in the 
foreground are both Jim Gibboney’s. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Matt Bushore is building a Nosen Citabria, and he is 

using technology to do so. He has used a CNC to cut the aileron 
servo mounts in the wing. “It took me a bit of time to sort out 
the program that crested the g code - using Fusion 360 - and I 
didn’t spring for a proper workholding system so I used a 
history book from college as a backing plate. Otherwise it’s a 
nice little tool to have in hand for certain types of work - if you 
can work around the backlash and setup constraints.” 
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Jim Gibboney reported on his travels to several clubs and flying facilities in various states. He said that, 
in spite of rumors that RC flying may be a dying hobby, his experience supports that just the opposite is true.  

“There are actually events that you can attend. I travelled to Minnesota, and Indiana, Kentucky, 
Georgia,…there are still quite a number of events going on, and they are quite strong. They are very well 
attended…well over 100 pilots…and there are still a number of builders out there. The downside is that suppliers 
that we traditionally looked upon for supplies are starting to feel the pressures, financial pressures; a lot of 
people are aging out of the hobby or unwilling to continues the businesses.” 

Jim suspects that the attrition that we are seeing is a result of pressure from the governments to over-
regulate the hobby, as well as our ability to secure parts from industries like Dubro, Robart, and such. You may 
want to stock up on the hardware you will need to build as the future of supplies is uncertain. 
 
 

Joe McCarthy brought in his latest project, an Enforcer “2.5”. Scratch built from wood, the wing he 
presented was impressive. He also had the fuselage to display. Originally a delta wing pusher prop, Joe extended 
the fuse, added retracts, and has modified it extensively from the original plane that he has flown many times. 
The wing he presents here is a rebuild, and Joe hopes to fly this plane in the Spring of 2022. 
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Rick Reynolds just completed the build of the FT-3D Speed Build Kit, a foam board aerobatic model 
available from the Flite Test store online, for $39. Flite Test offers matched power kits for their laser-cut models, 
and that brought the total price of this unit to around $140, a modest amount to spend in this hobby. They offer 
build videos on You Tube, and include all the hardware necessary to complete 
the plane, minus whatever paint scheme you choose. Decals are provided that 
you may or may not use. I want to learn to hover a propeller plane, and I’m 
unwilling to chance doing this with my more costly Matt Chapman 580 balsa 
model. One of our members was using a Hobby King H-King MX2 3D EPP 
955mm ARF for this exact purpose and he let me fly it. However, it was on back 
order, so I opted for FT-3D as a substitute.  

 
       Hobby King H-King MX2 3D EPP 955mm ARF 

 
 
It was a 2-hour hot-melt glue 

assembly, and it’s powered with an 1800 
mAh 3 cell battery, a Radial 
2218/1180kV motor, a 35A ESC, and 4 
ES08AII 9g metal-gear servos. They don’t 
specify battery placement, so I had to be 
creative. The battery hangs under the 
power-pod right at the front. I probably 
won’t have to worry about this plane 
being tail-heavy! I plan to try this out 
Spring of 2022. 

 
 
 
 

 


