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February 16th, 2022 Meeting Minutes and Newsletter 

Next meeting is scheduled March 16th, 2022 at 7:00PM 

At the EAA building at Mettetal Airport. 

 

Bill Slabey, opened the general meeting at 7:00PM at the EAA building with 12 

members present. Minutes from the January meeting are the contents of the January 

newsletter; Bill Slabey asked for approval of the minutes, Hosam so moved and Jack 

seconded, and a show of hands passed the motion. All members present were wearing a 

mask. Meeting adjourned at 7:50PM to start Show and Tell. 

President’s Report: 

Bill expressed his wishes to have 3 sponsored fun-flys this season, and his hope 
that we get a CD to sponsor a Fall Phase-Out. That would be a big undertaking as it has 
been in the past. Rick expressed his volunteering effort to connect with Dan Debens again 
and plan at least two of the fun-flys. There was some discussion asking Carl Cornell about 
the Phase-Out, but he was respectfully hesitant. It was noted that Glen McIntosh had last 
year expressed an interest in doing the big event, so a few members mentioned that they 
would contact him and see if he is still interested.  

On another note, Bill expressed the trouble that someone had shovelled the snow 
off of the runway, probably to the disappointment of members of the morning crew who 
look forward to flying their ski-equipped planes on the fresh snow. He urged that anyone 
so desiring to do this should take into consideration the winter wishes of those who like 
to take advantage of the snowy runway for the winter pleasures of flying under these 
unique and seasonal conditions. It is very important to keep in mind that under no 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President: Bill Slabey 
pres@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Vice President: Joe McCarthy 
vp@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Treasurer: Jim Lorenz 
lorenzjim@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Rick Reynolds 
secretary@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Safety Officer: Glen McIntosh 
safety@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Head Instructor: Ed Hernandez 
learntofly@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Sub Instructors: 
Jim Gibboney 
jgibboney@mi.rr.com 
Jack Javor 
 
Webmaster: Carl Cornell 
web1@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Airfield Maintenance: 
Open Position 
 
Field Improvement: 
Doug Whitney 
sr370@aol.com 
 
Trustees: 
Carl Cornell 
Charlie Cogo 
Louis Paspal 
 
Webpage: 
www.Flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Club Mailing Service: 
members@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/FlyingPilgrims 
 
Google Maps: 
Flying Pilgrims RC Club 
 
In This Issue: 
P1 Call to Meeting 
P1-2 Reports 
P2-3 New business 
P3-6 Show and Tell 



FEBRUARY 16, 2022                                                                               VOLUME 20   ISSUE 2 

  
 

2 
 

circumstances should any member attempt to utilize a vehicle like a riding snow-plow, and most importantly 
not to drive any truck or car onto the runway to remove snow! The 3-4 inches of blacktop of the runway cannot 
support that weight, and would most likely damage the runway. Please spread the word on this issue to all 
members!   
 
Vice-President’s Report: 

Joe said that there is not much news on the impending FAA requirement to have flyer’s planes equipped 
with a remote ID. That provision of FAA regulations will not have to be met if you are flying an aircraft at an 
approved AMA flying field. The FAA has not put into place any recognition yet of fields like our own that will be 
designated as such an approved club flying area, but Joe will keep on top of this should the time come when we 
will have to apply for such registration. This protocol does not take effect until September of 2023. Joe reminded 
members that in addition to the 400-foot ceiling for remote aircraft, we presently enjoy a 600-foot ceiling in an 
agreement already reached between Flying Pilgrims and Willow Run Airport if you have a spotter with you. This 
is an ongoing agreement that is in effect until further notice.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Jim was accepting 2022 club fees during this meeting, and he reported that we have 79 paid members 
as of this meeting. Dues paid after March 1st will be subject to a $20 late fee. We are set up for Pay-Pal for 
members to pay their dues, as well as the mail application form (link here) and check with self-addressed 
envelope that has been the usual form of paying your dues. 
 
Secretary’s Report: 

Joe requested to be included to be able to view the membership spreadsheet that is presently edit-
accessible to Jim, Rick, and Carl and view only accessible to Bill. Rick will send a notification to Joe to allow him 
to do this as an officer of the club. Rick reported that this mutually accessible membership spreadsheet is 
working quite well to keep our records up to date for the officers. 

 

There was discussion about planning the Fall Phase-Out and the members present expressed a desire to 
have this event, so there was dialog about who might be interested and take the responsibility to put on this 
event. Jim Gibboney reported the originations of this event as a giant scale event that was originally sponsored 
as an IMAA event, and how that would be different from an air show. He mentioned that the IMAA giant scale 
event was the main attractor for pilots to be drawn from around the state and that such an event would most 
likely get more pilots and spectators to attend the event. This event has in past years proven to be a good 
revenue for our club. The larger planes are the ones that attract large turnouts to our club became obvious to 
members in this discussion.  

In order to get the ball rolling for the Fun-Flys, I have tentatively selected the dates of June 19th, July 17th, 
and August 21st as the Sundays on which to hold these club activities. I, Rick Reynolds, volunteer and will seek 
Dan Debens help in this matter for the first two events, and hope that two other members will come forward 
to sponsor the third one in August. If these dates need to be changed, we will address this at the March meeting 
of The Flying Pilgrims RC Club. The planning of the event is not difficult and Dan or I can help get anyone who 
steps forward to run this. It mostly involves getting the food supplies and running the grill to cook the food. If 
you are interested, please be present at the club meeting in March to let us know and to give your input. 
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Do you have an ID label on your plane? You should. 
 

 

 

Jim Gibboney showed off his Ziroli Spitfire Mark I at today’s meeting. 100 inch wingspan, powered with 
a DLE 55 gas engine, he has most of the sheeting on the plane already and it is very impressive! This is the short-
nose model. The plane is light for it’s size at about 30 pounds. In spite of some questionable discussion, Jim is 
sure that this engine is powerful enough for this big plane. 
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Joe McCarthy brought in his USA Enforcer that he presented last month in the beginning stages, now 
looking more like a finished jet. The wing is from an actual Enforcer, but the rest of the plane is a modified design 
that Joe came up with. Better retracts and struts are on this plane than Joe had on the first one he built almost 
18 years ago that has since been deceased. The jet weighs in at about 17 pounds fully fuelled. A modified Pepsi 
bottle is used for the canopy. It is powered by a Wren 54 turbine generating about 15 pounds of thrust.  
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Jack Javor continues to impress members at show and tell with his innovation and creative designs in 
aircraft! We don’t quite have a name for this plane, as it is made up from various parts and components from 
whatever Jack finds useful around the house. The sleds are suspended by shocks from an RC car, and the 
fuselage is obviously a tube from some [Christmas wrap] rolled paper, reinforced with packing tape. Foamboard 
makes up the wings and control surfaces. Nevertheless, no one doubts that this aircraft will most likely fly! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


