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March 16th, 2022 Meeting Minutes and Newsletter 

Next meeting is scheduled April 20th, 2022 at 7:00PM 

At the EAA building at Mettetal Airport. 

 

Bill Slabey, opened the general meeting at 7:00PM at the EAA building with 16 
members present. Minutes from the February meeting are the contents of the February 
newsletter; Bill Slabey asked for approval of the minutes, Jim so moved and John 
seconded, and a show of hands passed the motion. For the first time in a long time, many 
members were NOT wearing a mask. This was viewed as good news, and we can all resort 
to normal breathing capacities again. Meeting adjourned at 7:25PM to start Show and 
Tell. 

President’s Report: 

It is still early in the season and there is not much to report. Bill did ask if any 
members had taken a close look at the runway to see if any significant cracks have 
emerged that may need to be sealed this year. If we do that, it will probably occur in the 
warmer upcoming months, and we will need a small army of members to arrive at the 
runway early on that day with blowers and weed-wackers to cut down the overgrowth 
of grass along the borders of the runway and taxiways before the contractors arrive to 
coat the runway surface. Please start thinking about that and I will get a notice out when 
the time comes for duty. Mowing costs have increased from $180 per mowing to $200 
per mowing. 
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Vice-President’s Report: 

Joe was not able to attend the meeting today.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Jim reported that we presently have 106 paid up members for the 2022 season. He reported the balance 
of the club monies, and he is now comfortable in making the payments of club bills and fees and all the balancing 
functions of a successful treasurer. Thanks for your work Jim! 
 
Secretary’s Report: 

If you are reading this newsletter, then you are seeing all that I have to report at this time. 
 

Discussion was initiated by Dan Debens regarding the east-end culvert and the wet area that develops 
there every year. He suggested that we do a study of that area to decide whether we need to put in a drainage 
system to remove the excess water that accumulated there and drain it eastward toward the culvert that passes 
under the entrance drive near the drop-down leading into the parking area. As many of you know, the grass 
parking area south of the east-end shelter gets very mushy early in the season after the Spring rains, and parking 
is miserable at best. Jim brought up that we could obtain more crushed asphalt aggregate (CAA) and fill in that 
parking area, but some other members argued that such an action would probably just result in the CAA mushing 
down into the wet ground there and not really solve anything without first resorting to proper drainage of the 
area. Bill reminded us that we obtained that CAA from the farmer nearby, and we use that to repair our long 
entrance road from time to time. There is also a drainage problem south of the west-end shelter leading up to 
the porta-potty, and the service truck for the porta-potty has often gotten stuck there and created huge ruts in 
front of out storage container. Putting some CAA in that area might be an idea. We discussed this idea about 
how to make that area easier for the truck to get in and out without making those ruts. Dan will get with Joe 
and look into this matter. 

On another note, there are some glo-engine planes hanging in the storage container that do not get used 
in the training program that Ed Hernandez teaches. If any members are interested in purchasing one or more of 
these planes, let Dan Debens know and the club can work something out. 
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Matt Bushore has finished the two plane 
tables that he welded for the club. These look great 
and are metal and should be quite rugged. Thanks, 
Matt, for all the work you’ve done for the benefit of 
the members!! 
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Do you have an ID label on your plane? You should. 
 

 

 

Jim Gibboney brought in his Ziroli F6F 
Hellcat, a plane with much history between 
Jim and the Late Tom Ranta. Tom acquired it 
(basically just the wing, after being damaged) 
from Jim a few years back, and rebuilt the 
fuselage. But the fuselage was in rough form 
when Tom asked Jim to take the plane back 
when he realized that he would not be able 
to finish it. Now Jim is presenting the 
renewed Hellcat, with new livery and greatly 
improved from its history of rebuilds, and it 
is quite an impressive plane! One very 
precise construct are the soldering-iron 
burned in rivets that you see on the wood 
sheeting. Even the rear landing gear retracts, 
an item that I personally attribute to a 

dedicated builder. Jim detailed to the members 
present his painting techniques. He spent a good 
30 minutes answering questions about painting 
styles, the types of paint that he used, surface 
preparation and drying techniques, and that after 
all this he will weather the surface for the realism 
that modelers seek. Jim explained how he 
weathered the surface of the plane after 
completing the painting, a topic that was met 
with great interest and questions at the meeting. 
From this meeting it is obvious that if you are 
interested in how to paint an historic war-bird 
and create the authentic livery, Jim Gibboney is 



MARCH 16, 2022                                                                               VOLUME 20   ISSUE 3 

  
 

5 
 

the member to seek advice from. We may expect 
to see this finished plane on the field this spring.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The second attraction to our show-
and-tell part of the meeting was presented by 
Bill Slabey. After patiently watching other 
members acquire drones (quad-copters to be 
precise), Bill decided to join the sub-group 
himself and see what he was missing. He took 
his advice from Carl Cornell and purchased 
the same make and model; a DJI Mini 2. Carl 
reviewed his purchase and use of his DJI Mini 
2 in a previous newsletter. Bill showed 
members not only the drone itself, but the 
accessories that one can purchase with it. This 
includes the proprietary battery paks, their 
charger unit, and the hand-held transmitter 
radio that has a quite improved mobile phone 
holder which is the necessary screen for 
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viewing the camera output 
of the drone and operating 
all the software that comes 
with the drone. Unlike the 
joy of building a plane and 
then flying it, this already 
manufactured drone 
presents little to master in 
the art of flying, because the 
device is so autonomous 
and can practically fly itself. 
But it is an entirely different 
animal. Most drone owners 
have one for the incredible 
aerial pictures and videos 
one can obtain. On the 
screen of your mobile phone 
you can see a plethora of 
telemetry; speed, direction, 
altitude, battery life, 
distance from home site, 
among other items. And the software also keeps track of your previous flights in a log file that shows you real-
time telemetry of your flight as shown over a map of the area where you flew the drone. Bill actually hovered 
the drone inside the meeting room to demonstrate how stable it flew.  

 
 
 
 
As drones become 

more and more versatile in 
their applications, it won’t 
be long before you will see 
a particular member of the 
club sporting this newest 
addition to the Show-and-
Tell section. Keep an eye 
out for this mind-blowing 
event. The only issue 
waiting to be resolved is to 
obtain adequate medical 
and accidental death or 
dismemberment 
insurance!!! 
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