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May 18th, 2022 Meeting Minutes and Newsletter 

Next meeting is scheduled June 15th, 2022 at 7:00PM 

At the Flying Pilgrims Field. 

 

Bill Slabey, opened the general meeting at 7:00PM at the EAA building with 14 
members present. There were no minutes to approve from the April meeting as I did not 
send out an April Issue of the newsletter. Due to the increase in Covid infections in 
Michigan, once again members were required to wear face masks to this meeting for the 
protection of our age-seasoned membership! Rick (secretary) was not present as I had 
minor symptoms (cough, fever, congestion) and decided to stay away for member’s 
safety. I will get a test soon. This issue of the newsletter will cover both the April and this 
May meetings. The meeting adjourned at 7:45, followed by Show and Tell. 

President’s Report: 

Bill reported that he is communicating with AMA to purchase the policy that 
covers our club with the association. Also, the seal-coat company will be here on June 1st 
to seal our runway and repair any cracks, as well as re-striping. Saturday, May 21 all 
members with weed-wackers and grass-blowers are asked to show up at 9am to edge-
trim around the runway and taxiways in preparation for the sealing. The company that 
will roll out the grass runway gave Bill a quote of approximately $3000 for that service. 
This is for the roller machine and all insurance associated with its use and the fuel needed 
to operate it. Glen Rex and Jim Repp will be operating the roller machine to get the job 
done to our particular specifications. Bill asked for a motion to spend this money. A 
motion was made, seconded, and the vote approved this expenditure. He also discussed 
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with the company that mows our field a procedure to mow North-south and then East-west to prevent the ruts 
that the heavy mowing machines create when the grass-soil is wet. This applies to both the grass runway as well 
as the East and West ends beyond the edges of the paved runway.  
 
Vice-President’s Report: 

Joe reported that by September the AMA and FAA should have the policy completed that will designate 
what we as members will need to do regarding the ID transponder device that will eventually be required on 
planes. Hopefully, if our club gets qualified as a federal identification area for flying, that requirement will be 
waved for members that fly within the boundaries of their club field.  

 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Jim reported that we now have 124 members compared to 140 this time last year. We expect to increase 
that number as the weather improves. Finances look good, and we will be looking for ways to spend the money 
we have in the treasury for field improvements and other items that members deem desirable.  
 
Secretary’s Report: 

This newsletter is a combination of both the April and the May minutes and newsletter. I apologize for 
not getting out a newsletter for April. One would not expect a retired person like myself to be unable to find the 
time to publish given a month’s time to do so, but by the time I was ready to do April, the May meeting was 
upon us. As I mentioned above, minor health symptoms directed me to exercise caution and avoid attending 
this May meeting. As it turned out, I probably had the flu, but a Covid test in the near future will confirm my 
status. 

John Lane brought up to members that we could all help keep our field clean. As you enter the flying 
area driving along the roadway, if you notice any debris like papers or bottles or other trash, please make the 
effort to pick it up and then dispose of it when you get home. If everyone does this, it will be an easily 
manageable task. On another note, Pete Cavagnaro noticed on several occasions that the locks on both the 
chain as well as the gate are being left in both the locked and unlocked positions against protocol. At the chain, 
PLEASE loop the long chain over the hook, then lock the short chain to a link on the long one so there is little 
slack, and the lock should be hanging down to prevent water from entering the tumblers, and do not leave the 
combination showing but instead spin the numbers. When you unlock the chain, lock the lock to the short chain 
and be sure the combination again does not show; spin the numbers. At the gate, loop the chain through the 
gate with minimum slack and lock the club lock through the hook of the other (FORD) lock, otherwise FORD 
cannot get into the field at their choosing as they require. If you are unlocking the gate, lock our lock through 
the chain so that both the chain and locks cannot be taken. As before, never leave the combination showing, 
but spin the numbers. At no time should any of the locks be left unlocked! 

On another note, Jim Gibboney brought up that not many members are building model aircraft as was 
the case in past years, and he has offered his time to any club member who wants to build a plane but is hesitant. 
Just email him or call him and he will arrange time to meet with you to assist you in any way possible to help 
promote the construction of model aircraft. Jim has built many detailed models in his years, and we have seen 
the precision and skill that he has in the models he has presented to the club at Show and Tells. Jim has expertise 
in wood builds, fiberglass, painting techniques, weathering surfaces, and the vast array of mechanics needed to 
get a plane constructed and operating safely and properly.  
 



MAY 18. 2022                                                                               VOLUME 20   ISSUE 4-5 

  
 

3 
 

Members of the U of M aeronautical engineering classes have recently used our field to test and refine 
their heavy-lift aircraft, under the direction of Joe Haas. Below are some pictures of their recent creations. 

 
 
 
 
Bill Slabey has been practicing 

with his Mavic 2, and provides his aerial 
take of our field from the nosebleed 
altitude. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



MAY 18. 2022                                                                               VOLUME 20   ISSUE 4-5 

  
 

4 
 

 
Club meeting attendance has been down since the start of the Covid era, and this month we are back to 

wearing masks due to the increase in infections reported in the news regarding Michigan. Help get the word out 
to encourage attendance.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the roller that Glen and Jim will be driving when the time comes to roll the field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark your calendars for the upcoming Fun-Flys!!! The dates are June 19th, 12 to 3PM, July 17th, 12 to 

3PM, and August 21st, 12 to 3PM.  
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Do you have an ID label on your plane? You should. 

 

 

 

John Lane brought his new jet, the Boomerang 
Ranger, and his electric flying eagle (Premier RC Kites) to 
the meeting Wednesday. 
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Gary Figi brought his Cox PT19, a vintage plane from the 1960s. The engine, an .049,  was old a seized 
up, but with a little care and WD-40, Gary coaxed it back to life and it works. 
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