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August 17th, 2022 Meeting Minutes and Newsletter 

Next meeting is scheduled September 21st, 2022 at 7:00PM 

At the Mettetal Airport EAA Building. 

 

There were no minutes for the July meeting as Rick had Covid. Bill Slabey, opened 
the general meeting at 7:00PM at the flying field, with 17 and 15 members present for 
July and August respectively. Approval of July minutes was not necessary. 

 

President’s Report: 

Brief discussion on possible upcoming August Fun-Fly, as well as the much talked 
about September “Fall Phase-Out” large event that we have not held in two years since 
Covid. Glen McIntosh had expressed concern in running that, but it may be that there 
was not enough time to pull it off this year. We will give it serious consideration for next 
Fall.  

Bill introduced the new members. Rick Martinez, Larry Williams, and Mark Blair. 
Rick is also an instructor, so we solicited him for help on Wednesdays. Larry has flown a 
lot before, but stopped for some time, and is enrolled in Wednesday instruction to 
bolster his rustiness. Mark is re-emerging also as a flyer, and is a member of Milan Flyers 
Club. That club being close to the prison, flying there has met with increasing restrictions. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President: Bill Slabey 
pres@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Vice President: Joe McCarthy 
vp@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Treasurer: Jim Lorenz 
lorenzjim@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Rick Reynolds 
secretary@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Safety Officer: Glen McIntosh 
safety@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Head Instructor: Ed Hernandez 
learntofly@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Sub Instructors: 
Jim Gibboney 
jgibboney@mi.rr.com 
Jack Javor 
 
Webmaster: Carl Cornell 
web1@flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Airfield Maintenance: 
Open Position 
 
Field Improvement: 
Doug Whitney 
sr370@aol.com 
 
Trustees: 
Carl Cornell 
Charlie Cogo 
Louis Paspal 
 
Webpage: 
www.Flyingpilgrims.com 
 
Club Mailing Service: 
memberslist@email.flyingpilgrims.com 

 
Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/FlyingPilgrims 
 
Google Maps: 
Flying Pilgrims RC Club 
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Treasurer’s Report: 

Jim reported on the funds in our account, and that we have 135 members in the club. 
 
Vice-President’s Report: 

Nothing new to report. 
 
Secretary’s Report: 

Nothing new outside of this newsletter. 
 

Jim Gibboney brought up the topic regarding the overgrowth of trees on our flying field. His suggestion 
was to hire someone to clear out all the trees that impede landing and take-offs in the line of the runway, and 
maybe even to tackle the task of removing much of the growth at the perimeter fence line. And it happens that 
Jim’s son(s) have such a business for our needs. The discussion on this recognized any member’s objections for 
cutting down trees, and there were not any stern objections. Then the focus was on specifically marking which 
trees, growth, shrubs, etc. should be taken down so as not to just unabashedly proceed to agent orange the 
site. This was also to arrive at an acceptable cost for the task. Jim said he would take on that task. The idea of 
clearing all the foliage around the fence line was met with some scepticism, as well as that overgrown road 
behind the NE clump of trees. Focus gravitated to clearing the flight line; any trees from East and West end that 
obstructed take-offs and landings of planes. This seemed a good idea to most members at the meeting.  

So, moving on to the math of the task, Jim said it would be about $50 per man/hour to clears the trees, 
and that we should contact a company to have them look at the job and give us a price. Eventually a motion was 
made to spend in the neighborhood of $1000 to hire someone to take down the trees, it was seconded, and the 
motion passed. As it turned out, Randy from Hauk Farms took the job and brought over the skid steer with the 
front mounted tree-muncher and the job started Friday, Aug 25, and took about 10 hours. Jim, Bill, and others 
have put up videos of the work being done as well as the aerial view of the finished product. These can be found 
at these links: 

https://youtu.be/vg_-Q27U70Y 
https://youtu.be/xlkPPUwdKfM 
https://youtu.be/8hWcuvKd1X4 
https://youtu.be/5bCq0NLwVSA 
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It should be noted here that this is the shortest passage of time between the discussion of an idea to 

improve our field and the actual completion of the task!!! Nice job and thanks to all those mentioned above 
who worked on getting this done, and my apologies to any names I may have left out. 

A related but 
separate job was to clear 
out the overgrowth on the 
pathway that is outside of 
our perimeter fence at the 
south-eastern section 
where the locked gate 
resides. This gate is used to 
retrieve planes that go 
down in the farmer’s field. 
Jack Javor and Carl Cornell 
and Pete Cavagnaro were 
seen hacking and cutting 
that pathway to restore it to 
it’s accessibility in past 
years.  
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July Fun-Fly, Sunday July 17th, noon to 5PM. Dan Debens and Pete Cavagnaro sponsors. 
 
Dan Debens and Pete Cavagnaro ran the July Fun-Fly and it was another big success! I’m told that there 

was a good crowd at the event, and that Jim Gibboney brought his highly detailed monstrously large Beechcraft 
Bonanza to fly! Look in the Show and Tell section for the plane also. 

 
 
Do you have an ID label on your plane? You should. 
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 Training Day Report: 

Pete Cavagnaro reported that on the last training session, Rick and Larry (new members) both were there 
to be signed off, and that there were five other student pilots who, for the first time in a while, were all under 
20 years of age! Looks like our hobby/sport is finally attracting the younger generations, a praiseworthy asset 
to this hobby. Among those are Lisa and Herb. Presently the club has 3 training planes, and 4 transmitters which 
with buddy-box setup must be used in pairs. So, the club can’t use all 3 planes at once. We need, if possible, for 
any club members to donate unused transmitters that we would be able to connect with the planes. These 
would have to be 2.4Gh devices, hopefully of the same make in pairs. Presently all the receivers and transmitters 
are Spectrum models. Also, if any member has an Apprentice Model plane, that would be much appreciated too 
if you are no longer using it and would be willing to donate it. We also use 3200mah 3S batteries. 

 

Jim Gibboney brought his almost finished Giant-Scale Bonanza to the meeting today. The detail on this 
plane is very impressive. Accurate rivet placement throughout, and the body is composed of a type of plastic 
with some wood and carbon-fiber parts also. Jim plans to fly it sometime soon this week. A very detailed build 
as we have come to expect from Jim. 
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At last month’s meeting, Jack Javor brought some of his new creations. I am posting them today since I 
did not publish a newsletter last month in my absence from the meeting. Sorry for the delay Jack. You never fail 
to capture our attention with your creative ideas. 

 

 
If you are not able to attend our monthly meeting but you have some plane projects that you are working 

on and would like to share them with the members of the club, take a picture of your progress or completed 
plane and send it to me, Rick Reynolds. You can do this directly using my email: rlreynolds21@gmail.com. 
Include a little write-up of the project, with such details as engine used, wingspan, make and model, and I will 
be sure to include it in the Show and Tell section of the next newsletter. 

 

Sometimes the showcasing of members projects focuses more on the where and type of flying than just 
on the model they create or use. Such is the case with Carl Cornell in this issue. Carl invited me to join him at 
Sterling State Park near Monroe, Michigan on August 20. Apparently, he has been flying there with some 
members of other clubs local to the area. The uniqueness of this situation is that they are all flying float planes 
off one of the lakes in the park. Members are from the Downriver Aeromodelers, the Scio Flyers RC Model Club, 
and the Monroe County RC Club. It just so happens that I have a Michigan State Park recreational passport 
included in my license plate tabs, which is considerably cheaper than paying a daily entry fee. In fact, it pays for 
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itself after you have gone to the park for more than two days. One of the clubs owns a rowboat with trolling 
motor that they bring to the park each time that they fly, which I believe is once a week. This helps with the 
retrieval of any planes that go down in the water. It is also my understanding that collectively they pay a small 
fee annually to “reserve” their spot along the running/biking path by the lake where they park their chairs for 
the daily activity. It’s a whole different game taking off and landing on the water. If you are so inclined, you 
should consider joining Carl when he goes. There are electric, gas, and nitro engine planes. Below are some 
pictures of Carl’s E-Flite pontoon plane. You can view a video that I took of the entire flight by clicking this link: 

 
https://youtu.be/DXCeXhcOipk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


